Harvard Extension Environmental Club Elections

Candidate Statements of Purpose for 2008 - 2009
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Candidate for the Position of President

Mark Stephan – Candidate for President of the Environmental Club
Background

I have a strong educational and professional background, including a bachelor’s in computer engineering from the University of Michigan, an MBA from Boston University, and am currently working towards my ALM in Environmental Management through the Harvard Extension school, with a focus on renewable energy. I am currently working for Harvard in the Data Warehousing group as a senior project manager, and have run projects for the past 6 years. I have worked in several companies, including a company I co-founded, Blue Amber, LLC, with my wife Yvonne. I am running after having been vice president of the EC for School Year 2008. I have been a part of the board of the University of Michigan Club of Greater Boston, with 1500 members and 8000 alumni in the area (estimated), and have held the positions of President (2 years), Vice President (1/2 year), Treasurer (1 year), Media Chair (1 year), and Programming chair (1/2 year). In addition to the UM Club of Boston, I am a member of the Alumni Associations Clubs’ Council, an organization that helps clubs grow beyond their current levels, and the Alumni Leadership Council, an organization that directs the UM Alumni Association and the University of Michigan itself on the interests of their Alumni constituents. I am currently a member of the Environmental Business Council in Boston and the Harvard Energy Journal Club, and am quickly moving my career to renewable energy and wind power.

Goals

I have always thought that the EC has had a lot of potential to promote environmental

practices, provide a means for students and alumni to meet and expand their network, and to promote the extension school and the tremendous work the environmental management program is doing to a larger community. The EC is now at a point that it can begin to do so. I think that with the formalization of a board and incorporation of funding, the EC now has a chance to expand beyond its initial organizational capacity, and can become a focal point for the environmental community at Harvard. I want to help the EC focus on 4 main areas: structure and repeatability, education, advocacy, and community – creation of a structure and processes to frame the success of the organization, education through events, speakers, and hand’s on learning, advocacy through club expressions to the government and through direct involvement in the local environment, and community through social events, networking, and club awareness. I have been an environmentalist as long as I can remember, and with my background in technology, business, and project management, I can help grow the EC to a new level.

I promise to do the best of my ability to make the Harvard Extension Environmental Club an organization that will live up to the Harvard ideals, and to make it a recognized name in the environmental community. As requested, I will state that I will spend at least 10 hours a month towards the club, and will help to promote the club as much as I can.

Contact Information  Mark Stephan

Mark_stephan@harvard.edu; mstephan@rocketmail.com

(H) 617-464-2727 (W) 617-495-1429 (C)617-970-3916

247 W 5th St. #2, Boston, MA 02127
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Candidates for the Position of Vice President

Winnie Chan, Candidate for Vice President of the Environmental Club (or Board Member)
I am a student in the Environmental Management program at the Harvard Extension School. I am applying for the Vice-President position of the Extension Environmental Club. I am interested in running for VP of EC because I would like to take an active part in organizing activities and bringing them to the EM community, as well as communicating environmental related events taking place both inside and outside of Harvard in which students can participate. EC events include lectures and movies, outdoor activities such as nature walks, and social events such as student gatherings. Networking is an important part of the overall educational experience. It facilitates learning about various environmental projects and developments in the community and is also an integral part of job hunting. I believe the EC can be successful in acting as a channel for students to come together to socialize, solicit ideas and share experiences.

I will devote my time to help make EC an active part of the EM program by working to bring environmental related events to the EM community and encourage student participation to help enrich the EM program experience. 

Please vote for me, Winnie Chan, as Vice President of the Harvard Extension School Environmental Club. I look forward to being an active part of the EC 2008-2009.

Anshu Kar, Candidate for Vice President of the Environmental Club (or Board Member)
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

VICE PRESIDENT, HARVARD UNIVERSITY DCE ENVIRONMENT CLUB



Dear Harvard Extension School Environment Club Members,

I am confident that I can make a strong contribution to the Harvard University DCE Environment Club (EC) as Vice President. Given the opportunity, I will provide leadership, organize our community in environmental and energy causes,   promote the EC to potential donors and volunteers alike, and assist the President in his or her duties. I believe my success in large multi-national corporations, where team work and intellectual curiosity are both encouraged, has prepared me to successfully achieve these goals. Currently, I am a Senior Consultant at a management consulting firm in Washington, DC where I lead a team of junior consultants in reducing the exposure of financial risk to our client. This knowledge will ensure my ability to serve the EC well in budget preparation, oversight and in meetings with Treasury.  Additionally, my desire to encourage the wider adoption of renewable energy technologies through the use of capital markets coincides with the aims of the EC.

I look forward to serving the EC to the best of my abilities and want to ensure the club continues to introduce awareness of important environmental topics to the school and the community at large. I hope that my background and abilities will be favorably looked upon and that I am given the chance to serve as Vice President of the Harvard DCE Environment Club.

Thank you for your consideration.

 Best,

Anshu Kar

HUID: 50720594

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Candidates for the Position of Secretary/Clerk
At this time there are no candidates for this position.  If you are interested in applying, please contact Zach Zevitas at zevitas@harvard.fas.edu

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Candidates for the Position of Membership and Public Relations

Greg Parker, Candidate for Membership and PR for the EC

I will be graduating in June with an ALB with a field of study focus in Environmental Studies and for the summer I will be taking part in the Harvard Summer School study abroad program in Borneo. I plan to join the ALM program next year as a full time student.  I was enrolled as a special student this past semester and have been accepted again for next year, which allows me to take courses through Harvard GSAS. I think that this puts me in a good position to build a bridge between the EC and the Harvard Environmental Action Committee. I think there is a lot of room for the EC to grow; we have a large pool of people to draw membership from. Goals and ideas: 

· Use the Harvard email listbot(or other listbot) to improve communication to members.

· Act as a liaison to the Harvard College Environment club. (Environmental Action Committee)  

· Use the available web space to create an active website with information about the club, a calendar and membership information.

· Increase membership by reaching out to all Extension school students, including those who are not in the ALM program.

Jake Bowman, Candidate for Membership and Public Relations of the Environmental Club

Jake Bowman grew up in America's greatest concentration of Superfund sites, the Silicon Valley of California, home to some of the most exotic industrial pollution in the world. Introduced to the technology industry as a youngster, he took his talent for entrepreneurship as far a field as Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union, where he started a restaurant and ended up studying economics and political science at university abroad. Many adventures later, he returned home to pursue Internet business interests and participate in scientific simulations, including the world's first virtual online conference, Avatars, where he gave a talk on "cyber-ecosystems" at the turn of the Millennium.
In the following years, he worked to combine early versions of global visualization software (some of which became Google Earth) with content collaboratories (later known as "Web 2.0") but the first of which he named "Ecosentience" because that's what we're really building. Jake specializes in combining idealists from industry with thought-leaders in academia. For example, he produced a presentation on "biocosmology" and computational evolution for the North American Paleontology Convention at UC Berkeley, which was controversial among scientists but well-supported by digital artists and a prominent manufacturer of projectors, so it looked great!  Jake is studying Environmental Management to pursue his lifelong interest in using information technology and communication systems to understand global situations and communicate planetary consciousness to the world.

Thanks, -J

Mary Robinson Haight – Membership and Public Relations

Mary Haight the high school teacher from Methuen and in the Environmental Management program
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Candidate for the Position of Treasurer

Kris Locke, Candidate for Treasurer of the Environmental Club

Candidate, Master of Liberal Arts (ALM) in Environmental Management
I am applying for Treasurer of the EC because I believe my interest and experience make me well suited for this position.  Society’s largest issue today involves modifying human behavior to create models of sustainable living.  I believe the EC can play a vital role in bringing about this change through education.

This student group, perhaps more then any other, sits poised to bring environmental issues to the forefront of the community’s consciousness.  It, unlike most other student groups, is comprised of a variety of professionals who bring a depth and breadth of knowledge from their worlds of work.  I envision the EC partnering with other campus wide environmental groups to maximize resources thus having the greatest impact on the Harvard, local and state communities.  As treasurer of Sustainable South Shore, an organization committed to creating a model sustainable community in order to preserve our ecosystem as a whole, I have worked on campaigns to institute recycling efforts, encourage renewable energy projects and educate constituents concerning environmental efforts.   As I have pledged to support Sustainable South Shore, I will similarly do for the EC.  I look forward to trying to find, along with the rest of the team, creative ways of raising money to support such efforts. 

In addition to my interest, my professional skills suit me well for this position.  Having worked at Harvard University for 11 years at a variety of schools in a number of different administration and finance roles, I have a comprehensive knowledge of Harvard’s systems, processes and infrastructure.  This combination of skills helps me to envision a project from start to finish which is invaluable when preparing and executing budgets.  

Finally, throughout my professional career at Harvard I have continually taken courses at the Extension School, first earning a Master’s Certificate in Special Studies (CSS) in Administration and Management.  I earned a Master of Liberal Arts (ALM) in Government where I chose an environmental course for each of my electives and my graduate thesis captured the history and political intricacies of the Cape Wind Project.

I hope you will find my background in finance, administration, and project management in conjunction with my interest, volunteer service and connection to the Extension School suitable to serve as the next Treasurer. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Kris Locke
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Candidates for the Position of Board Member

Christine DeLallo, Candidate for Board Member of the Environmental Club 
I am studying Environmental Management (EM) at the Harvard Extension School. I believe the EC can play a vital role as part of the EM program. It can be a conduit for out of the classroom learning, networking, and job-hunting activities. The educational, professional, and social gatherings can enhance the EM experience. The EC can coordinate events such as lectures, movies, hikes, and EC clubhouse get-togethers. As a board member, I plan to be active in organizing events to enhance the EM experience. I was the Secretary/Clerk for the 2007-2008 school year and helped to coordinate the Earth Day clean the river event. I also played a role in the winter Solstice Party and in the end of the year party.

I hope to make the EC an active part of the 2008-2009 school year. Several ways this could happen include:

· monthly social get-togethers

· get-togethers for environmentally related events 

· email weekly listings of environmental related events in Cambridge and around the world to the EM community informing students of happenings they can participate in

·  participate in getting lecturers to come talk to EM community
· I intend to devote time to making these events happen and making the EC a success.   Thank you.

Patrick Hegarty, Candidate for Board Member of the Environmental Club 

ALM in Environmental Management

I have been the Treasurer of the EC in the past as well as a Board Member in the 2007 – 2008 academic year. My responsibilities as Treasurer included procuring funds from the Student Association to finance all EC events. Also, I played a role in the development of the constitution and contributing to the decision-making process at board meetings. I would like to continue as an active member of the EC Board of Directors.

Terry McCarthy, Candidate for Board Member of the Environmental Club 

My name is Terry McCarthy. I am an ALM Degree Candidate in the Environmental Management Program.  I am seeking the position of Board member of the Environmental Club (EC) for the 2008 – 2009 academic year.

I have been a continuing education student at the Harvard Extension School for the past three years. I completed my coursework this spring and will be working on my thesis work during the summer and fall terms. I work full time as a civil engineer on major infrastructure projects in the greater Boston area.

In exploring the possibilities of running for this position, I have spoken with classmates and EC members.  The one common thread that I have heard from everyone is the need to build a supportive network of environmental professionals within the Harvard Extension School Community.  As President of the EC during the 2007 – 2008 year, I aimed to bring a positive and sustainable organizational system to the EC and boost our recognition as an active club on the Harvard Campus.  I would like to continue this work as a board member in the 2008 – 2009 academic year. The founding members of the EC have built a strong foundation.  I am committed to continuing and expanding this dynamic organization. I would be honored to be a Board Member this year.

Thank you, Terry McCarthy

Bryan J. Stevens, Candidate for Board Member of the Environmental Club
Connection to the Harvard Extension School: I am a Master’s Degree candidate presently working on my Master’s Thesis.  Member of the Board of Directors

Written statement defining what I hope to accomplish within the role and why I am an appropriate candidate to do so.

Over the past several years, I have enjoyed a number of the Harvard Extension Environmental Club events.  It is difficult for many students to juggle their home, work, and school obligations; and, I believe that the objective of the Harvard Extension Environmental Club should be to assist our fellow students by letting them know on a regular basis of activities; including, lectures related to environmental or public policy issues and providing information that may make attending Harvard Extension classes easier.  Time constraints and long distances may limit participation by some students, but there are many students who would benefit from social events, environmentally related activities; such as, ski trips, rafting, or scuba diving in Bonaire.

I believe that the Extension Club together with the Extension School Student Association should work towards a center or space that would provide a physical center for meetings and school activities.

I look forward to helping out the other directors and officers to carry out the club objectives.

Julie Vallimont, Candidate for Board Member of the Environmental Club 

Candidate for the ALM in Environmental Management

I would like to be considered for a position on the Environmental Club board.  I’m excited by the possibility of contributing to the EC and helping to promote environmental thinking at Harvard.

Currently I work as a natural science educator at the Harvard Museum of Natural History and I’m finishing my master’s degree in Environmental Management through the Extension School.  As an educator, I value the idea of encouraging dialogue about nature, scientific research and 

knowledge, and our own human ecology.  The EC is wonderful because it consists of committed, motivated people from a wide variety of backgrounds and there is a lot of potential for what we can do in the future.

In this role, I would like to enhance opportunities for networking and sharing of ideas (and having fun!).  I could also work to increase the EC's presence and outreach to the Harvard community.  My skills in program/event design (conferences, workshops, festivals, educational 

outreach) could be useful for this, as well as my knowledge of the University.  I'm also a board member of the Massachusetts Environmental Education Society (MEES) and would be interested in possible collaborations between the EC and other environmental groups in the future.

I would like to continue my involvement with the EC and to help in whatever way I can.  Thank you very much!

Sincerely,

Julie Vallimont

